Introduction
Islam, as a final divine religion, appeared in the Arabian Peninsula through Mohammad (Peace be upon him) in the second half of the 7th century AD. He introduced Islam to the different tribes of the Arabian Peninsula. Many tribes accepted Islam and gradually all regions of the Arabian Peninsula accepted it and became Muslims. The Qur'an was the holy book of the Muslims, which had been recited by the prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) to his companions (Sahabeh). As a result of the spread of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula, all of its people came under the control of the Islamic government, which he founded in Medina.
It is claimed that Mohammad (Peace be upon him) treated people kindly throughout his life. There are some Hadiths that state that Mohammed (Peace be upon him) recommended that kindness be shown to children and adults and even to animals. There are other moral orders that are expressed in many Hadiths such as Osul Kafi, al Tahdib. In one popular Hadith, it is recorded that Mohammad (Peace be upon him) said, 'I elected to create moral structures among the people' ‫ینا(‬ ‫تثعب‬ ‫ممتال‬ ‫حلاص‬ ‫) قالخالا‬ (Sa'd 1989:V9, 449 ).
According to the prophet's narratives, discovered after his death, Islam was spread through the conquests by Islamic Khalifs across the borders of the Arabian Peninsula. In these conquests, they encountered two powerful empires, Persia and Rome, and defeated them, thus occupying their territories and consequently established Islam. These conquests continued from east to west resulting in the development of Islam from the west of China to all of North Africa, even including Andalusia, towards the end of the 8th century. According to the political spreading of Islam by the military forces, the following question was consistently posed: Is Islam a violent religion that developed by force and the blade of a sword as the Islamic Jihad?
Although these conquests were done through military forces and Islamic Jihad in the 7th and 8th century AD, it can be argued that Islam is not such a violent religion because it receives its main instruction, not only about the ontology, which is introduced as Mohkamat in the Qur'an (3:8), but also with regard to anthropological references such as ethnic messages of generosity, love and respect for all people regardless of their different opinions.
In responding to this problem, reference is made to the historic development of Islam in the vast areas of Africa such as East and Southeast Africa, the Horn of Africa and also Central and West Africa, which had not been occupied through conquests such as those that occurred in other Islamic territories but of which the majority of the population in these regions are now Muslims. (Hiskett 1994:139; Night 2012:7; Trimingham 1952:215) . Bakri (2002:Vol. 2, 325) explains about emerald mines in Bejjah, which were under the control of Banu Rabia'h Muslim Arab tribes. Muslim traders exchanged their goods for gold and jewellery in those regions. They also built some mosques there in order to perform their own worship (Hartman 2004:16-28) . These mosques manifested Islam, thus causing the native inhabitants to become acquainted with Islam as they communicated and interacted with Muslim traders. More than from the direction of the Red Sea, Muslim traders travelled to Central Africa from two other directions: one from the banks of the Nile River to Central Africa and the Chad Lake areas and the other from the direction of north to south in the Great Sahara. Trading in gold, iron, ivory, copper and slaves were the main factors that encouraged them to commute. These traders played an important role in establishing social relations with the indigenous people and acquainted them with Islam (Fituri 1998:152-153; Hasan 2003:17; Jamal 2008:216; Metz 1992:4-5; Shater Basili 1972:32, 35 ). 3. Religious scholars: The central concept of Islam was taught essentially by religious Islamic scholars in these areas. They travelled to these areas individually and introduced Islam to native tribes. They played the main role in converting heathen people of Negroes and Bejjah tribes to Islam. They were in Zavaya and mosques and trained in Shafii jurisprudence, Maliki jurisprudence and Sufism (Fazli 1921:5, 140; Trimingham 1965:100-101) . Also, Ibadhi Khawarij scholars helped the development of Islam in West Africa (Nequla 2002:337) . The emigrations of religious scholars to the eastern regions and the Horn of Africa increased after the establishment of Islamic cities there and they even built some mosques for women where they taught religious instructions (Khuli 2011:232) . Morabit scholars, attributed to Morabit government in North Africa, developed Islam in West Africa during the 12th century (Nequla) . They were the main core of Sufism in Africa and they established Zavaya in different parts of Africa and propagated Islam there. The different Sufi sects, such as Qaderiyyah, Tijaniyyah, Fazeliyyah and Shazeliyyah, were created in these areas and these sects had a moderate approach and refrained from violence (Nequla; Khuli) .
The presence of travellers alongside the native tribes in Africa caused difficulties causing Muslims to build Islamic towns like Zaila', Harar and Kilwa, separate from the ancient cities of Africa. These cities also served as centres for spreading Islam.
Islamic governments
The other main factor in influencing native people in Eastern, Central and Western Africa was the formation of Islamic governments. (Collelo 1988:8-9; Nuri 1985:164; Shater Basili 1972:412 
